The Americans with Disabilities Act is in existence to enhance opportunities and increase independence for individuals with disabilities.
Since the passage of this act, the creation and Two studies further assessed whether a service dog decreased the need to have a caregiver assist with everyday tasks. In a 1996 study, the researchers found that a service dog decreased the paid assistance needed by an average of 60 hrs over 2 weeks. This is an estimated savings of $60,000 over an 8-year period (Allen & Blascovich, 1996) .
In a later study, Fairman 
Fieldwork Education
Fieldwork education is a critical part of an occupational therapy student's professional preparation. The purpose of fieldwork is to challenge an individual and to help move him or her from the role of student to the role of practitioner. 
Method

Method Overview
Qualitative methods are typically used to describe and explain a person's experiences, actions, and interactions, as well as social contexts.
Qualitative researchers are concerned with accurately capturing research participants' subjective thoughts, meanings, actions, and perceptions. Thus, qualitative researchers use strategies and methods to engage participants in active dialogue, and work with them in the activities that are being studied (Kielhofner, 2006) . This research used the ethnography process.
The purpose of ethnography is to discover and describe the point of view of people or a social group. Ethnography is an evolving process.
Ethnographers use their experiences and reactions as a method of gaining insight into the people and the settings that are the subjects of the study. The primary characteristics that distinguish the ethnographic process from other methods of study are a quest for the naturally occurring language, the insiders' viewpoints and values, and cultural patterns (Kielhofner, 2006) . In ethnography, the researcher tells the story informally as a "storyteller" (Creswell, 1998) . Ethnography is a description and interpretation of a system or a particular social group. As a process, ethnography typically involves prolonged observation of the group through self-participation in which the researcher is immersed in the day-to-day lives of the group or through one-on-one interviews with various group members. The researcher engages in extensive fieldwork, gathering information through participation, observation, and interviews. The ethnographer identifies key informants, or individuals who provide useful insights into the group. Ultimately, the researcher utilizes a holistic approach by incorporating both the views of the players in the group and the researcher's interpretation of the group (Creswell, 1998) .
Traditionally, ethnographers have used methods of participant observation, fieldwork, and interview to study a subject (Patton, 2002) .
The Ethnography
As the ethnographer in this research project, Clients receiving dogs from Therapetics must complete a succession of quizzes. Many of the clients are not able to read or write and need assistance. The students took it upon themselves to assist the clients with these quizzes. The acquisition of a wheelchair accessible door, which was previously described, was also a result of a student's ability to self-start. In summary, this fieldwork provided the opportunity for students to develop professional skills and demonstrate their abilities as self-directed learners. 
Unexpected Barriers
The experience at Therapetics gave the students the opportunity to see the importance of preparedness for the dogs. 
Conclusion
The purpose of this study was to describe the role of the occupational therapy student in fieldwork in the training of service dogs. 
